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Our Impact

3,825

Children served
annually

100% 935

of all tuition Student Weekly
is subsidized _ Enrollment

Financial Overview

\

Fiscal Year 2023

Revenue $1,175,420 A

Expenses $1,222,965

B Earned Income: 36% Fundraising Events: 12% B Program: 76%
Foundations: 17% Corporations: 6% B Administration: 12%
Individuals: 26% B Government: 3% B Fundraising: 12%

MFA is proud to maintain a wide mix of support, this year with growth in individual and earned
income. The FY23 deficit is due to depreciation as a result of improvements to the Fine Arts
Building. MFA has strong financial reserves, with FY24 currently 10% over budget.



Comments from Maywood Fine Arts 2023 Parent Satisfaction Survey

“I love the opportunity to better our community with arts and I love how
passionate and serious the teachers are about arts education.”

“My child is happy to go and would go everyday if permitted. Her face lights
up every time she walks in the building.”

“My family is only able to afford MFA because of the scholarship
opportunities and we are grateful that this is available.”

“I'm really impressed with the level of the shows and hope that my child
wants to stick with it to gain the talent demonstrated by the older kids.”

“I love that MFA is so affordable compared to other programs.

I also think it’s beautiful to see how every child is accepted and encouraged
to participate. This creates an environment where kids feel comfortable
to be themselves and is exactly the type of environment I want my kids
to be a part of.”

Dear Fhiends of (Mayweed Fise CArts...

We say it every year, but we say it because it is true — Maywood Fine Arts would not be
here providing arts and learning experiences for thousands of children if it weren’t for all
of the contributors, families, friends, audiences, and community leaders who support us
throughout the year! In this report for our fiscal year 2023, we highlight the many ways
that we come together to make a difference in children’s lives, and in supporting their
growth, creative expression, and spirit of teamwork.

As stewards of the Maywood Fine Arts experience, our commitment stems from knowing
that everything we do will benefit the children we serve and have an impact on their
lives now and in the future. MFA's Board of Directors has adopted Key Performance
Indicators (KPIs) that inform our planning and provide goals to meet these commitments
in critical areas. On the first page of this Annual Report, we’ve illustrated just where and
how this impact occurs and is measured.

To realize this impact on our students’ lives each year requires a tremendous effort
by our amazing team of teachers, staff, and board, as well as donors, parents, and
community volunteers. Our robust enrollment demonstrates parents’ confidence in the
role MFA plays in their children’s lives. In this report, we are thrilled to spotlight an MFA
family, alumnus, teacher, and donor, each of whom tell their story and
why MFA is important to them.

For so many reasons that will be presented in this report, and for all the ways you have
played a part in “making the magic happen,” we are grateful.

Q.oir» MVawmann
Executive Director

(,Nawcy Q’wgm

President, Board of Directors



Making the (Magic Happen!

Maywood Fine Arts didn’t just survive the “COVID Years.” We learned from them, we grew, and
exceeded expectations. In fact, those challenging experiences helped us strengthen the trust that
our parents, community, staff, and supporters have in what we do. And here’s a brief look at
why...

Dedication to Students and Families

Enrollment has steadily grown over the last three years with MFA returning to pre-COVID
numbers in FY23. We continue to bring quality learning experiences and are proud to make
available to our families a wide variety of arts and fitness programing. As many of our families
are among the hardest hit by inflation, all or our tuition is subsidized and we take distinct pride
in the fact that we have not increased tuition for the past 15 years.

Key Performance Indicators Measure Our Impact

In FY23, MFA worked to create Key Performance Indicators (KPIs) that provide a guide to

MFA board and staff in meeting specific critical goals for our programs, revenue, reserves, and

fundraising. These indicators inform our planning for the future to ensure that MFA meets its

commitment to students, families, and the community to remain a thriving organization. Check
."« out our program KPIs on the first page of this report.

.. ~ Recruiting and Retaining a Dedicated, Professional Staff
. (W To ensure a quality teaching environment, MFA increased benefits for full-time
Ko staff and worked specifically to increase supportive measures, such as
* % 7 :

wellness and financial support resources for our 20 part-time teachers.

. Community Engagement and Support

% MFA is committed to its long-term partnership with Maywood School
v District 89 that brings students and teachers to our Classical

| | Ballet each year. This year, the partnership expanded to include

300 pre-school children from the district and their parents who

~attended workshops held at MFA in dance and tumbling.

. Growth and Development of MFA’s Board of Directors

A critical part of MFA's organizational success as a non-profit
is the leadership of our Board of Directors. This year, the
Board increased from 7 to 10 professionals with key experiences
across business, education, and public sectors. Adding to its
current governance committees of Board Development, Finance,
. Fundraising, and Facilities, the Board added a fifth committee
. focused on Communications.

The Fine Arts and the Stairway of the Stars Buildings
*~  One of MFA’s strengths as an organization and as a community
= presence is in the two buildings we own and maintain at Fifth and
Lake streets in downtown Maywood. These buildings are not just
bricks and mortar to our students and families...they are “home.” In
fact, 88% of our space is dedicated to MFA's classes and programs.

o‘. .t

Famlly Spotllght (The MVurus Family

Assel Kozhakhmetova and her children, Ora (12), Zara (8), Kai
° ; (6) and Alan (5) Burns are collectively taking a dozen classes
at MFA. They are a wonderful example of what is possible at
MFA where 52% of families have children who take more than
one class.

v e

A.ssel is passionate about providing her children with the

. ‘benefits these classes offer — knowledge, skills, discipline, and

.¥a chance to form social connections — all of which can benefit

_* them in life. Plus, as she points out, MFA is “very affordable”
_ which is an important factor in why she brings her children

. here and continues to add classes.

" As for her children Ora, who is taking karate, violin, piano
" and drum classes, would like to pick up guitar next while Zara
p would choose visual arts classes over all others in a heartbeat.
The two youngest, Kai and Allan, come out of their classes “all smiles.”

Assel stated emphatically, “I love that this is a complete community where you feel like you re a part
of something big...I feel understood.”

Alumni Spotlight - Relauni Jarmyw : -

Kelauni Jasmyn is no stranger to the spotlight. As a Maywood Fine Arts = )
alumnus and one of the original Get Off the Street and On Your Feet (GOTS) *
youth leaders, she cut her teeth performing during her fourteen years as a
student. Acting, singing, dancing, tumbling — you name it, she did it all!

And she’s still doing it all as the Founder and Executive Director of the non—;
profit, Black Tech Nation, whose goal is to gather Black tech entrepreneurs ~ .
and professionals from across the nation to educate, support and fund the
next generation of “Black Unicorns” within the tech industry.

When asked to explain MFA's impact on her, Kelauni said that it’s hard to
state because it was such an integral part of her life growing up. Most
definitely, being in a safe environment where people looked like her and cared about her well-being

profoundly affected her, particularly in building her confidence. . b

With pride in her voice, Kelauni recounted a memory from her days as a GOTS youth leader. *
She and her fellow team members had to fully choreograph a dance routine to Gwen Stephani’s
“Hollaback Girl” with no outside help or counsel. She says that this experience perfectly .
encapsulated the life skills she gained as a GOTS member, namely the ability to collaborate with* |

one’s peers and how to successfully negotiate as a member of a team. Plus, she says with a grin on’* *

her face, most of the steps for that dance routine ended up being her own!

Kelauni is also incredibly proud of her business which has surpassed all of her expectations. Being
able to gather and empower black techies so that they don’t feel like they are the only ones in the
room is a mission that resonates with MFA.

Kelauni finished by stating how vital it is for children to grow up surrounded by adults who support
them as she had at MFA and with her parents. Hearing people all her life say that she can do
anything has resulted in her believing them.

* o
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R Teacher Spotlight - CCaxter (Luke (Thauk CYeu for. Veing a (Wart of the (Magic!
5 ' * Like a wandering minstrel, Carter Luke has had a well-traveled life as a Maywood Fine Arts would like to thank all of our 2023 Fiscal Year (August 2022 - July
*’. . musician. Music has taken him from California to Michigan; it has even 2023) donors and supporters
x. - led him as far north as Alaska, when he worked as a piano player on a

e PO . i . Gifts of $100,000 or more Helen & Curtis Pinnell Julie Westerman

. cruise ship. Fortunately, his longest stop has been at Maywood Fine Arts

x
Carter’s career as'a professional musician has included gigs with Les DeMerle, the Kevin Purcell
Blue$ Band and as a solo pianist for the Green Mill Poetry Slam in the 90s. His most memorable gig
was with the Hollywood actress Martha Plimpton at Second City. Carter proudly states, “we killed

it!”

him) to MFA’s door. His wife Amy spotted MFA tumblers at a festival in
Oak Park and they discovered that MFA had recently opened a music
school. Thus, a musical partnership took root and has flourished over

twenty years (and counting).

Alphawood Foundation

The Christopher Family
Foundation

Steve & Kay Coughlin, Le Tour
de Shore Charity Bike Ride
The Hobson/Lucas Family
Foundation

Illinois Arts Council
Maywood Fine Arts Board of

Fund, a part of the DeKalb
County Community Foundation

Gifts of $1,000 to $4,999
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Lois & Ernie Baumann

Robin Schirmer & John Bouman
Allen Maynard & Katherine Bus

Christine & Farzad Khaledan

* where he has worked as a music teacher since 2001. Anonymous Foundation Fo‘ur.ldatlon‘ el e T o
Gifts of $25,000 to $99,999 William Blair Gary & Judy Woll
It was a stroke of luck which delivered Mr. Carter (as his students call > > Farny R. Wurlitzer Foundation WR Berkley Corporation

Lynne & John Zillman

Gifts of $500 to $999
Cecelia Bacom

Eva Bading

Leah & John Barnes
Verna Baughman

Brian & Kim Becker

Chad Doobay & Amy Blair

Directors (Deb Abrahamson, Chicago Trading Company Kathleen Bobay
But it is his work as a music teacher which has had such a profound impact on so many children Bonita Benn, Catherine Chavez, Andrea & Bill Cline Gar Collins
over the years. These children include Nathaniel Wilkerson who came to Carter at the age of 8 and Dianne Engram, Barb Hickey, Dave Phil & Carolyn Coughlin Gail Cudak
is currently touring the country as the Assistant Musical Director for MJ, the Musical. Whenever Martin, Kevin McGhee, Myra Price & Richard Mertz & Angie Dodd Doug Deuchler
Nathaniel is back in town he always makes time to jam with his favorite music teacher! Laura Thompson) Mary Duffy Pelzer Stephen & Peggy Diamond
i Sherri & Jack D i
Carter stated, “Having that first good music teacher is so critical, and has such an impact. If you can Gifts of $10,000 to $24,999 o alc h HeE Matthew & Marge Dix
get them interested, engaged, it can keep them going” for the rest of their life. . Paul & Sherry Carbery Mary Eisentohr Carol & John Dudzik
Chicago Children’s Charities gare_g i‘ Izalﬂ }Iﬁoelscher Samantha Dumm
o Delta Dental of Illinois bl utchison Kevin & Melissa Engram
D0n01‘ SPOtllght = 'waw (UM . Philip M Friedmann Family Invesco Molly & Matthew Galo

Dawn knows it all when it comes to Maywood Fine Arts and that’s

Charitable Trust
Jackson Kemper Foundation

Kathi Parisi Start with Art,

Stephen R Gawne
Nathan Kittle

because she has served the organization in every capacity—as a student, T I e — LaGrange Art League Vicki & John Landstrom
T e . . Kolschowsky Foundation Paul & Eileen La'efort John & Doug Luce
LemonAid Ray & Lisa Lewis Maine South High School

At the age of 5, Dawn distinctly remembers seeing Lois Baumann and her- |
students not just marching in the Maywood Bataan Day Parade but domg
cartwheels. This combination of joy, fun and artistic skills made Dawn

immediately beg her mother to sign her up for classes!

George Campbell & Kenneth
Micetich

National Endowment for the
Arts

Maywood Proviso Rotary Club
Beth & Jim McClanahan

John McKinnon

Richard and Kathryn McKee

Hawkettes Dance Team
William McKee

Jason Mick

James Mizgala

She’s been a part of MFA ever since, truly treasuring her time as a student and the long-lasting Public Health Sciences, Loyola Young Artists Fund Catherine Mossman
friendships she made with other MFA alumni. University Chicago Claudia Mobley Muller & Monroe Asset

. . : . : Mary Jo & Stephen Schuler Lynne & Roderick Palmore Management
When she became a mother, it was a no-brainer that she would bring her children to MFA; in fact, Union Pacific Foundation Michael Rita Mark & Debbi Nussbaum
her youngest, Maya, was a GOTS Youth Leader. To explain her reason for bringing her children there Victor & Mary Warren Michael Simons Mary Beth Ocasek
for dance and tumbling training, “Why settle for less than the best? And Maywood Fine Arts is the Ann & Barry Willey Jennifer & Matt Smith Victoria Oneill

best!”

Dawn learned an infinite number of things from her years at MFA, such as what it means to give
back to a community, how to think creatively as well as how to help others feel comfortable within
their own skin. But most importantly, she says, is the fact that they made her a better person and
they continue to brighten this world. For this reason, she gladly makes recurring donations to MFA

Gifts of $5,000 to $9,999

Linda & Kevin Conway
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Future Philanthropists Program,
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Joseph Smith
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Dottie Robinson
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via automatic payroll deductions. Foundation Michelle & Dale Vanderlaan Hollis Walker
. 1s s ” . . Frank Hartigan Everett and Joyce Vandermolen Kirstin Wells
Dawn is an absolute GEM - willing to “Give (back) Every Month”, ensuring that children have the Jack & Jill of America, Western Foundation Rebecca Woll

same opportunity she did to grow and thrive through the arts!

Cook County Chapter

Robert Weisheit Jr.
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Noah Aberlin

Catherine Adduci

Peggy Becker

Ralph & Dawn Bennett
Linda & John Binder
Mary & John Boyle

Linda & Rich Brennan
Robert Agler & Sonia Chae
Issac & Rita Clark
Marina & Carlos Claudio
Brian & Gina Coughlin
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Lisa Hinely

John Hirsch

Kara Holder
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Barb & Dave Llewellyn
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Gifts up to $99
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Al Stern Debbie Trotter Alison Welch . .
s .. . We do our best to compile this
Beth & Jay Stocker William Upton Kristin Wilcoxen .
. . . list to make sure all donors are
Liz Stole Liam & Mark Van Zant Amanda Wilinack

included. Please contact us if

Shera Street .
your name was inadvertently

Vanessa Villatoro Tania & Randall Wilson

Carrie & Joel Summy Beth Vlerick Eric Wilson . . o
. . omitted, misspelled or if you
Regina Tanksley Karen Walker Cheryl Winker Paras :
. . . have corrections, please
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contact Rebecca Woll at
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Pete Thomas Elizabeth Wardanian Julie Yeager ywoos '
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Barbara Tiller Judith Warren Matthew Young

2022 Pumpkin Patch Parade Sponsors

Catherine Adduci, Village of Heitzman Architects Ronald M. Serpico, Village of
River Forest Klein, Thorpe and Jenkins, LTD Melrose Park

Aetna Plywood Kimberly A. Lightford, State Katrina R. Thompson, Village of
Nathaniel George Booker, Senator Broadview

Village of Maywood Macon Construction University Ministry, Stritch
Center for Community and Montenegro, Inc. School of Medicine

Global Health, Stritch School of National Cycle T.H. Ryan Cartage Company
Medicine PepsiCo Uptown Garage

Department of Public Health, Proviso Community Bank, Emanuel “Chris” Welch,
Loyola University A Wintrust Bank State Representative

Forest Park National Bank Proviso Partners for Health Karen Yarbrough, Cook County
Hancock Engineering Reeg Plumbing Clerk

Thank You to our Maywood Fine Arts Board of Directors, Teachers and Staff
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President: Nancy Payne
Vice-President: Kevin McGhee
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Secretary: Myra Price

Deb Abrahamson

Bonita Benn L
Catherine Chavez

Dianne Engram

Barb Hickey *
Laura Thompson J

Leadership Team

Executive Director: Lois Baumann
Artistic Director: Heidi Renteria
Managing Director: Katherine Bus
Associate Artistic Director: Taiyana Shurn
Director of Communications: Spooner
Baumann

Development Manager: Rebecca Woll
MFA Office Manager: Beatrice Jurado
Stairway Office Coordinator: Erin Dunn




